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Minutes of the VILLAGE BOARD MEETING of the Board of Trustees of the 

Village/Town of Mount Kisco held on Monday, May 20, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in the Frank J. 

DiMicco Board Room, Village Hall, 104 Main Street, Mount Kisco, New York. 

 

  Present:  Mayor Gina Picinich 

     Deputy Mayor Jean Farber 

     Trustee Karen Schleimer 

     Trustee Peter Grunthal 

     Trustee Isidoro Albanese 

 

 Also Present:  Edward Brancati, Village Manager 

Kenneth Famulare, Assistant Village Manager 

Whitney Singleton, Village Attorney 

  

Mayor Picinich opened the Village Board Meeting and asked everyone to rise for the 

pledge of allegiance.   She asked everyone to please remain standing for a moment and to 

keep in their hearts and minds all those volunteers who do so much to make our community 

all that it is.  There was a full weekend of activities and it was because of people who 

dedicated their time and talents to make it happen.  Thank you to everyone.  

6:50pm Interview - Christine Dennett - Leonard Park Committee 

 7:00 pm Regular Meeting 

 
 

1) Communications:   

a. Mount Zion Walk-a-thon- Saturday, June 8, 2019 

A motion was made by Deputy Mayor Farber and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer 

to approve Mount Zion’s Walk-a-thon Saturday, June 8, 2019 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 

p.m. starting at the American Legion and walking on Lexington Avenue, all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
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b. Fox Lane HS Cheerleading Team Car Wash- Saturday, August 17 & 24, 2019 

The Fox Lane High School cheerleaders requested to hold a car wash fundraiser at 

the Union Hook and Ladder House on Green Street for August 17th and 24th.  Mayor Picinich 

asked that the request be reviewed and approved by the Fire Commissioners prior to their 

approval.  

 

2) Petitions: None. 

 

3) Board Committee and Commission Reports: None. 

 

4) Village Manager’s Reports:  

a. Memorial Day announcement 

Mr. Brancati stated that all Village offices including the Library, Village Hall, Court, 

and the Senior Center will be closed on Monday, May 27, 2019 in observance of Memorial 

Day.  

 
b. Water Report 

Mr. Brancati stated that total water production for the month of April was a little 

more than 38.3 million gallons for an average of 1.127 million gallons per day.  This is up 

slightly from the March average.  Byram Lake was at 100% capacity at the beginning and 

end of the month and the Leonard Park wells continue to remain off. 

 

c. New Hire Announcements 

Mr. Brancati began by saying that the Village had some departures over the last year 

and we are happy to welcome Jason Garcia, our new Animal Warden/Parking Enforcement 

Officer; Shawn Simone, Laborer at the Department of Public Works; Claudine Howson, 

Senior Account Clerk in our Finance Department; William Seegmuller, Assistant Building 

Inspector for our Building Department; Lynn Princisvalle, Assessment Clerk for the 

Assessment Department; and George Price, Senior Recreation Leader for our Recreation 

Department.  

 

5) Board Reports:  

Deputy Mayor Farber began by saying that this past Wednesday evening was spent 

celebrating the Citizen of the Year dinner hosted by the Mount Kisco Chamber of Commerce.  

Congratulations to all the winners, Mr. Ed Reilly, owner of Fox Catering and Citizen of the 

Year; Eileen and Eric Marcos, owners of Bicycle World and Business of the Year; and lastly 

Vito Salvatore and Stem Cells Saves Lives as Organization of the Year.  The evening was a 
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great tribute to these wonderful people and community.  This past Saturday, May 18th we 

held our first ever Spring Fling Food Truck Festival right behind Village Hall and it was a 

great turnout.  There were nine (9) food trucks, live bands, and games for the kids.  Thank 

you to the Leonard Park Committee and the Recreation Department for a lovely event.  The 

Memorial Day Committee will meet again to add the final touches to the parade for this year 

which will be held on Thursday, May 30, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.  In the event of rain the 

ceremony will take place at the American Legion.  This is the 100th anniversary of all 

American Legions.  On Thursday May 23rd, the Italian American Club will be having a dinner 

to honor two (2) recipients of their scholarship award.  Deputy Mayor Farber ended by 

reminding residents to vote for their school board members. 

  

Trustee Schleimer began by saying that she wanted to point out the scam of the 

week.  There are calls being made to residents stating that there is suspicious activity with 

their social security number and that they were suspending their account.  This is a scam, 

social security does not contact you in this way, please do not give them any information.  

She also reminded everyone to vote in the upcoming school board election.  Trustee 

Schleimer continued to say she wondered if Mount Kisco should be involved in the 

conversation regarding the Chabad proposal in Bedford on Route 172 since there are traffic 

concerns, particularly with all the construction at the intersection of Route 117 and Route 

172 and the changes that are being done, there might be something that we would like to 

add for consideration.  

 

Mayor Picinich stated that at the beginning of the project, herself and Mr. Singleton 

wrote and sent a letter to the Planning Board in Bedford.  The property is not in Mount 

Kisco, but we have shared the Village’s concerns in that letter. 

  

Trustee Schleimer also made note that Chappaqua and Bedford started a “Take it or 

Leave it” shop that is open to all where you can leave items that you no longer need and 

take items at no cost.  It has been open for a few weeks and seems to be very successful; 

maybe it is something for Mount Kisco to consider.  It would be a zero waste scenario which 

would be great.  Also there is a Repair Café limited to residents in Pound Ridge that opens 

its doors once every few months where they repair small items that may not necessarily 

need to be thrown away.  
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Trustee Albanese started by congratulating Ed Reilly as Citizen of the Year, Bicycle 

World as the Business of the Year, and Vito Salvatore and Stems Cells Saves Lives as 

Organization of the Year.  Everyone in attendance learned a little that night of how stem 

cells can help all different types of patients with different ailments.  Saturday was an 

incredible day where Mount Kisco and West Patent Elementary School adopted an area on 

Route 128 and the kids and adults worked together to beautify our town.  There will be a 

total of thirteen (13) areas completed this year.  A great thank you to Nato Cambareri and 

Mike and Katie with the Adopt-an-Area Committee and the Beautification Committee for the 

great work that you are doing.  He continued to say that he also visited the fishing derby at 

Leonard Park and enjoyed all the people enjoying all that Mount Kisco has to offer.  

 

Trustee Grunthal began by saying that the Conservation Advisory Council will be 

meeting this week and one of the items on the agenda is how to create outreach to our 

residents to encourage food scrapping efforts in Mount Kisco on a volunteer basis.  There 

has been some positive responses on social media and we would like to get as many 

residents to participate on a voluntary basis as possible.  He continued to say that he and 

the Mayor recently attended the Municipal Officers Association Meeting and was interested 

in hearing about what the Westchester Land Trust has been doing and how they can help 

the Village as we go forward.  Trustee Grunthal concluded by saying that the Rotary Club 

has adopted an area in front of Village Hall that they will be planting some flowers in the 

next few weeks.   

 

Mayor Picinich started by saying we reached out to residents in the community in 

regards to food scrapping and who might be interested in participating.  There is a small 

grass roots group who is interested and there is interest expressed in local composting.  

That is not something that we would do initially; there are currently no municipalities that 

are composting their municipal scraps.  A group is getting together to further discuss this 

matter; we need an implementation plan and process, marketing and education, and a lot 

more to go through before this is rolled out.  She continued to say that we had sent out 

RFP’s for redevelopment of the Moger Lots last year as part of Comprehensive Plan Update 

process, which the board has been reviewing, and we have been on site visits with the 

developers.  Recently, we consigned the services of the National Development Council, 

which is headquartered in New York City, and who we feel will provide reports and guidance 

on these RFP’s to make sure that the Village is choosing the right proposal that makes the 
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most sense.  She also reminded residents of the school board vote.  She ended by 

welcoming Sugar Rhum to Mount Kisco who recently had their official opening.  

 

6) Old Business:  

a. Fire House Project Update 

Mayor Picinich presented the following information: 
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 Frank Mannion, Chair of the Board of Fire Commissioners, started off by saying that 

they have been working very hard for the past several years on this with the Village and 

one of the fire houses has been working on this for twenty (20) years.  A previous Board 

hired someone twenty (20) years ago, and as we can see nothing ever happened with that.  

It has been a long drawn out experience for us.  We came up with committees that 

developed a list of needs for each house and that is how those lists got to the engineering 

firms for planning.  This was not a wish list, this was a necessity list for the houses to 

update them and bring them into compliance.  He believes that the fire companies provide 

excellent service and should have the proper equipment to continue to do that.  They sat 

down with the Board last week to see how they could lower the costs of construction, 

however this is needed and he believes they deserve for the Village to come through on 

what they promised the companies. 

   

 Mayor Picinich stated that this is a very challenging situation because what this 

comes down to is a substantial need versus what we can afford and she thinks this Board 

finds themselves in a challenging situation, but again, it’s the taxpayer’s decision on 

whether or not they will take on this additional cost.  As a result, before the Board can 

definitively say whether or not this should be on for referendum and on the ballot, we would 

like to reach out to the community and ask for their input. 
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 Deputy Mayor Farber stated that all of the Board is enraged on what has transpired 

and that it is unfair; and through no fault of anyone here in this community, we are stuck in 

this terrible situation.  She noted that we should look at what the tax implications would be 

and take that into consideration to make this happen for our fire fighters. 

 

 Trustee Albanese stated that this decision is not theirs to make and that the Board 

cannot spend taxpayer money, but he told the fire houses to dream big because anything is 

possible.  He continued to say that the fire departments work harder than anyone in town. 

   

 Trustee Grunthal stated that the Board should seriously consider putting this on for 

referendum and ask the residents to remember who will be there for them when they need 

them the most.   

 

 Trustee Schleimer wanted to say for the people who do not have the ability to send 

emails, to utilize snail mail to get your comments and concerns taken into consideration as 

well as public comment at any of our Board Meetings.  

  

b. Length of Service Award Program (LOSAP) 

A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to adopt the following resolution: 

 

 Resolved, the Board of Trustees, as sponsors of the Length of Service Award 

Program (LOSAP) for the Mount Kisco Volunteer Fire Department, approve the points earned 

by active volunteers for calendar year 2018, including credit for past qualified service, as 

certified by Mount Kisco Volunteer Fire Department Length of Service Award Program 

Committee on the attached lists, and 

Be It Further Resolved, Edward W. Brancati, Village Manager is authorized to sign 

the “2018 Sponsor Authorization Form” 

 All in Favor:  

 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
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7) New Business: 

a. Leonard Park Committee Appointment 

 A motion was made by Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Trustee Albanese to 

appoint Christine Dennett to the Leonard Park Committee, all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

b. Resolution authorizing Village Manager to sign Sullivan Data Contract 

 A motion was made by Trustee Grunthal and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

authorizing the Village Manager to sign the Sullivan Data Contract for Services for the 

period commencing June 1, 2019 through May 31, 2020, all in favor: 

 

 Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

c. Tax Settlement – Country Floral Inc.  

 A motion was made by Trustee Albanese and was seconded by Trustee Schleimer to 

accept the following tax settlement: 

 

 WHEREAS, petitions have been filed by the property owner below, 

challenging real property tax assessments on the Town and Village assessment rolls with 

respect to the following parcels: 

 

Property Owner Tax Designation   Years_________ 

 Country Floral, Inc 80.50-4-6  2014 to 2018 (Town) 

    2014 to 2018 (Village) 

 

 WHEREAS, petitioner's court challenge is now pending in the Supreme Court, 

Westchester County; and  
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 WHEREAS, the Village and the property owner have reached a mutually 

agreeable resolution;  

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Office of the Village Attorney is 

authorized to execute a settlement on behalf of the Town for assessments for no less than 

the following:  

Village Proceedings: 

Assessment Year:  Original:  Proposed Settlement:  Reduction: 

2014  $102,000 $85,000   $17,000 

2015  $90,000 $75,000   $15,000 

2016  $80,000 $75,000   $5,000 

2017  $75,000 $75,000   $0 

2018  $75,000 $75,000   $0 

 

Town Proceedings: 

Assessment Year:  Original: Proposed Settlement: Reduction: 

2014  $170,000 $150,000  $20,000 

2015  $160,000 $150,000  $10,000 

2016  $160,000 $150,000  $10,000 

2017  $150,000 $150,000  $0 

2018  $150,000 $150,000  $0 

 

 All in favor:  

 Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

d. Tax Settlement - Mount Kisco Associates 

  A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Trustee Albanese to 

table this discussion to attain additional information, all in favor: 

 

 Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
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e. Schedule Public Hearing for Amendment to Chapter 61 of the Village Code for 

June 4, 2019 at 7pm  

 A motion was made By Mayor Picinich and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber to 

schedule a public hearing on Monday, June 4, 2019 at 7pm to Amend Chapter 61 of the 

Village Code, all in favor: 

 

Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
  

f. Tax Levy on Village Tax Roll – Unpaid Water 

 A motion was made by Trustee Schleimer and was seconded by Deputy Mayor Farber 

to adopt the following:   

 Whereas, pursuant to Section 198 of the Town Law and Section 17-1712 of 

the Village Law, the Mount Kisco Water District (Water District) is administered and 

managed by the Village Board of Trustees, and  

 Whereas, the administration and management if said Water District includes 

the maintenance, operation, enlargement and improvement of said district; and  

 Whereas, as part of the operation of said Water District, water is provided to 

properties, for which the Water District is permitted to and does charge: and 

 Whereas, there exist unpaid water charges on some properties in said Water 

District; and 

 Whereas, some of these properties in said Water District exist outside of the 

boundaries of the Village/Town of Mount Kisco; and  

 Whereas, the Village Board, pursuant to Section 198 of the Town Law and 

Section 17-1712 of the Village Law, is empowered to enforce said unpaid water charges;  

 Now Therefore be it resolved, that any unpaid water charges in the Mount 

Kisco Water District in arrears of thirty (30) days or longer shall be subject to a penalty not 

exceeding ten per centum (10%) of the amount due; and  

 Therefore be it further resolved, that the Board may terminate the supply 

of water to any property with unpaid water charges if such water charges are not paid 

within sixty days from the date due;  
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 Therefore be it further resolved, that the Village Clerk, shall file with the 

Village Board, and with the Supervisors of adjoining towns in which permits have been 

issued to property owners, statements showing the unpaid water charges in the respective 

districts and towns and which have not appeared on any such statements previously files; 

and  

 Therefore be it further resolved, that such statements shall contain a brief 

description of the property upon which the water was used, the names of the persons or 

corporations liable to pay for the same and the amount chargeable to each, for purposes of 

levy and enforcement under "Water Rents". 

 

 

 
SBL 

 
GRAND TOTAL 

69.59-1-1.13/ $601.71 

69.59-1-1.50/ $765.39 

69.59-1-1.62/ $193.27 

69.59-1-1.64/ $1,163.88 

69.65-2-4./ $114.88 

69.66-3-9./ $851.05 

69.71-4-11./ $1,888.65 

69.72-4-10./ $166.69 

69.73-2-8./ $1,211.65 

69.73-2-8./ $279.89 

69.73-2-16./ $82.01 

69.73-2-17./ $77.79 

69.73-4-5./ $28,513.62 

69.79-3-3./ $740.07 

69.79-7-6./ $154.31 

69.80-4-2./ $3,781.41 

69.80-4-18./ $976.76 

69.80-5-8./ $3,062.41 

69.81-3-2.4/ $1,148.56 

69.82-4-7./ $2,164.46 

69.82-5-1./1401 $1,117.84 

69.82-5-1./1403 $439.58 

80.24-1-13./ $89.74 

80.24-1-19./ $541.03 

80.25-3-16./ $2,762.40 

80.25-3-32./ $4,056.25 

80.25-3-32.1/ $7,282.66 

80.25-3-32.1/ $183.12 
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80.25-5-5./ $727.91 

80.26-1-4./ $857.02 

80.26-2-9./ $601.56 

80.26-4-4./ $547.92 

80.33-7-16./ $881.62 

80.34-1-5.2/ $1,007.32 

80.34-1-6./ $759.83 

80.40-4-7./ $2,547.62 

80.41-6-6./ $3,599.47 

80.42-1-5./ $1,151.30 

80.48-2-12./ $1,584.90 

80.48-3-16./ $1,195.72 

80.48-3-16./ $1,793.79 

80.48-3-34./ $1,298.65 

  

  
 
 

 
SBL 

 
GRAND TOTAL 

80.48-4-8./ $1,589.24 

80.48-4-12./ $2,818.50 

80.48-4-20./ $252.22 

80.49-1-19./ $786.04 

80.49-1-20./ $7,619.48 

80.56-4-1./ $9,451.98 

80.56-5-8./ $6,289.40 

80.56-6-2./ $500.41 

80.57-1-1./ 

80.57-1-11./ 

$468.97 

$923.75 

80.57-2-8./ $3,606.62 

80.57-4-11./ $1,431.81 

80.65-3-1./ $500.13 

80.73-1-2./ $518.05 

80.73-1-8.12/ $166.69 
80.73-1-8.25/ $103.17 

80.79-1-9.3/ $1,247.39 

80.80-1-37./ $523.32 
 $121,762.85 

 

 All in favor: 
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 Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
  

8) Bills: General, Senior Nutrition, Water, Sewer, Library and Capital Project Funds 

A motion was made Trustee Albanese and was seconded by Trustee Grunthal to pay 

the bill as submitted on May 15, 2019 for the months of April and May 2019: 

 

General Fund     $   97,939.71 

Water Fund     $   13,314.37 

  Sewer Fund     $     4,376.01 

  Library Fund     $   16,475.05 

  Capital Fund     $   83,913.86 

  Trust Fund     $     8,786.92 

    TOTAL   $ 224,805.92 
 

 All in favor: 

 

 Motion Adopted  

    Mayor Gina Picinich  Aye 

    Deputy Mayor Jean Farber Aye 

Trustee Isidoro Albanese Aye 

    Trustee Karen Schleimer Aye 

    Trustee Peter Grunthal Aye 
 

9) Minutes:  

     a. Village Board – Minutes - 4-15-2019 

The minutes were tabled as the entire Board did not have time to review. 

  

10) Non-Local Business: – None. 

 

11) Public Comment: - 

 Sean Brown of the Examiner asked the Board if they have decided to use someone 

other than H2M for the fire house updates.   

 

 Nicholas Rastegar of North Moger Avenue began by stating that he is very proud to 

call himself a Mount Kisco resident and voter.  He continued to say that about a year ago he 

noticed an individual in his neighborhood, who from what he understands suffers from some 

mental disabilities, however this individual proceeds to walk around the neighborhood and 
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other locations throughout the Village causing disturbance.  As a teacher, he has dealt with 

disabilities in the classroom and understands the tenderness that one needs to approach 

something as sensitive as this, but it is affecting the quality of life of residents and 

neighbors and so this issue deserves some attention and/or policing.   

 

 Kyle Rastegar of North Moger Avenue began by saying that one of the reasons he 

moved to Mount Kisco was the walkability of the Village.  He has noticed in his years here 

that there is a significant population that is making the Village a challenge to live in; he 

appreciates the complexity of the issue at hand, but at some point the situation needs to be 

addressed.  Just tonight this individual was screaming profanities as he was walking down 

the street.  His main issue is that families are also dealing with this and shuffling their kids 

inside to avoid any interaction with this person.  Enough is enough.  

  

Ann Marie Manders a twelve-year resident of Mount Kisco.  As everyone else stated, 

she is proud to be a Kisco resident and loves walking her dog.  She has felt unsafe walking 

her dog in the neighborhood due to the offensive language that is constantly being 

screamed from residents walking down the street.  There was an incident where she 

pretended to call the police in order for them to stop, but she doesn’t feel that she should 

have to do that in order for them to stop.  We do have children in the neighborhood and we 

are teaching them that discrimination is wrong and there are people like these individuals 

who counter those teachings.  

 

 Miguel Juarte resident of ten (10) years and business owner for sixteen (16) years.  

He is part of the same neighborhood, and as a community, he shares the same concerns as 

his neighbors.  He has not had any personal interactions with this person, but has been 

witness to the behavior.  It does bother him and thinks that it should be addressed. 

  

 Paul Attache of North Moger Avenue spoke that he also shares the concerns of his 

neighbors, he believes that the safety of residents should be a priority.  It is not comfortable 

to live in a place where you do not feel safe.  How do we move forward as a community to 

resolve this issue? 

 

 Trustee Grunthal chimed in to say that this seems to be a quality of life issue from 

what he is hearing.  
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 Angie Decaprio, resident of Ridgecrest, is a dog owner.  She used to be able to walk 

her dog alone, but she has found herself in uncomfortable situations where she has 

requested the company of strangers to walk her back into the complex for the fear of what 

these individuals might do.  She now walks in a group, but feels that it should not have 

gotten to that point. 

 

 Mayor Picinich stated that there have been email exchanges in regards to this issue 

and the Board recognizes that these concerns are real and compromise the quality of life.  

This is a challenge in a variety of ways, certain behaviors need to be observed in order for 

violations to be issued, when violations are issued, follow up action is taken.  We cannot 

simply jail people based on the current level of violation.  We have shifted some strategies 

and added extra patrol to the downtown area that covers your community and added some 

other tactics with the hopes that we can change the behaviors.  Again, we recognize this 

and it is a concern that we are working with the Westchester County Department of Public 

Safety to address.  Please know this is a priority.  It is unacceptable that one or two people 

can negatively impact a whole community.   

  

There being no further business to come before the Board, Mayor Picinich closed the 

meeting at 9:05 pm.  

 

_________________________ 

       Edward W. Brancati 

       Village Manager 

/lh 

 
 


